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Removal of Knob & Tube wiring in basements:

Insurance companies have been requiring that all knob & tube in basements of residential
properties be removed. This usually happens when the property is sold or when the
property owner changes insurance company.

When asked to bid this type of work, I would normally remove the entire knob & tube
wiring in the basement, replace it with the proper size Romex wire and terminate the knob
& tube wiring in a fiberglass J-box as it exits the basement to the upper level of the home.
If this property had blown in insulation I would tell the owner that all the knob & tube
wiring in the insulated walls has to be removed and replace with new Romex wiring.

The local Electrical Inspector is requiring, if the knob & tube wiring in the basement is
removed, then all the knob & tube wiring in the entire home has to be removed, and
replaced with Romex. I have not been able to find this requirement in the 2014 NFPA 70
code book could I have an Interpretation, as to what is required?

Response;
The knob and tube wiring, absent of existing violations, does not have to be removed in its
entirety for the fact that it is being removed from the basement area.

Article 394 Knob and Tube Wiring, in the 2011 or 2014 Rhode Island Building Code SBC-
5 National Electrical Code does not require removal of knob and tube wiring in its entirety
when replacing any portions of the wiring method, nor are there any other articles
requiring the removal of such.
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