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Application Process for Demolition Permits 
Applications for demolition of any state owned building to the Rhode Island Building Code Commission 
will have the following minimum requirements, verify prior to application based on scope.  

RIGL 23-27.3 100- Governs the application, permitting, qualifications.   

§ 23-27.3-116.1 Service connections.  
Before a building may be demolished, razed, shored, or removed, the owner or the owner's agent shall 
notify all utilities or agencies having service connections within the building, including, but not limited to, 
water, electric, gas, sewer, and other connections. A permit to demolish or remove a building shall not be 
issued until a written release is obtained from all utilities or agencies, stating that their respective service 
connections and appurtenant equipment, such as meters and regulators, have been removed or sealed and 
plugged in a safe manner.  
To comply with 116.1 the applicant must submit service disconnect verification notices from each utility 
servicing the site. Any additional building services that are not supplied by a public utility are also to be 
disconnected and removed to a safe distance beyond the proposed construction limits. An example of these 
would be Private Service Steam Distribution, Water supply, Sewage Ejection Lines, Underground Lawn 
Sprinkler Systems or any similar feature. Notification and Coordination with Dig Safe is also required 48 
Hours in advance of commencement of any work.  

§ 23-27.3-116.2 Buildings to be rodent-eradicated prior to demolition.  
No buildings or structures shall hereafter be razed or demolished unless, and until, provisions are made for 
the rodent eradication of the buildings or structures.  
The Generally accepted standard for compliance is that baiting has been accomplished. 

§ 23-27.3-116.8 Bonds and liability insurance.  
Prior to the issuance of a permit to move or demolish a building, a certificate of insurance and a one 
hundred percent (100%) performance bond shall be filed with the local building official or, in the case of a 
state project, with the state building commissioner. The amount of paid certificate shall be determined by 
the municipality or the state building commission respectively.  
To comply with 116.8 a current certificate of insurance must be submitted with the application. The 
certificate must also list the State of Rhode Island as a co-insured for the project proposed.    

§ 23-27.3-117.0 Removal of structures.  

§ 23-27.3-117.1 Lot regulation.  
When a building or structure has been demolished or removed and no building operation has been 
projected or approved, the vacant lot shall be filled with non-organic fill, graded and maintained in 
conformity with adjacent grades. The lot shall be maintained free from the accumulation of rubbish and all 
other unsafe and hazardous conditions which endanger the health, safety, and welfare of the public; 
provisions shall be made to prevent the accumulation of water or damage to any foundations on the 
premises or the adjoining property; and necessary retaining walls and fences shall be erected in 
accordance with the provisions of this chapter.  
 

The “Demolition” of structures involve the complete removal of the structure, utilities and 
foundation. and the filling, compaction and stabilization of the site.  There is nothing left but land when a 

“Demolition Permit” is issued” 
Projects that do not require the “Demolition” of but remove portions of an existing facility or portions of an 
interior involving the Removal and Disposal of interior elements and portions of a structure are NOT 
DEMOLITION in the sense that a Demolition Permit is required. For such work where the foundation is 
not removed and graded to adjacent conditions a “Building Permit” is required to be issued . 
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Demolition Permit Application Requirements 

 

 

1. Department or Agency 
Notice. 

A Letter from the Director of the Agency requesting the demolition 
indicating knowledge and concurrence with the proposed demolition 
request.  
 

2 Hazardous materials clearance 
report. 

A report from a properly designated agency as to the presence and 
proper abatement of any hazardous materials within or around the 
structure. Final Clearance verification is required. 
 
Work described in the abatement Plan must be completed prior to 
issuance of any Demolition Permit. Submission of completion must 
be verified by the Rhode Island Dept of Health   
RIDOH Abatement Plan Approval  
Specifically Asbestos in compliance with RI Health Department 
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR ASBESTOS CONTROL 
[R23-24.5-ASB] requires licensed  
 
http://www2.sec.state.ri.us/dar/regdocs/released/pdf/DOH/4820.pdf  
 

3. Verification of  RIHP Rhode Island Historic Preservation input is requested on any facility 
older than 25 years of age. http://www.preservation.ri.gov/  
Seek this opinion when first considering property demolition. 
We will notify this agency of all appropriate applications for 
demolition prior to issuing any permit. 
 

4. Demolition Permit 
Application 
 

Sample of Demolition Permit attached to this document 
 

5. Utility Disconnect 
Verifications and Rodent 
eradication provisions 

A document on Utility Letterhead that each Utility has been 
disconnected and lateral deactivated or removed from the curb or 
service entrance point and rodent eradication provisions have been 
implemented.  
 

6. Certificate of Insurance Per 23-27.3.117.1  
 

7. Bond  Per 23-27.3.117.1 A Performance Bond for 100% of the Demolition 
and Disposal is required for all projects under the jurisdiction of the 
Rhode Island Building Code Commission.  
 

8. Contractor Registration Rhode Island Contractor Registration or Appropriate Rhode Island 
Department of Labor Hoisting / Trucking License  
 

9. Dig-Safe  Dig-Safe Verification Number “48 HOURS IN ADVANCE”  
http://www.digsafe.com/laws_statelawref.htm  
 

10. Fees Fee based on schedule in RISBC-9  
Residential  - $50.00 per Structure 
Commercial - $100.00 per Structure 
Checks only Payable to “State of Rhode Island” 
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